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February 4, 2010 
 
The Honorable Raymond LaHood 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
We understand the Cities of Troy and Birmingham, Michigan are applying for a Section 5309 
Bus and Bus Facilities Livability Initiative Program grant for the Troy/Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transit Center. This regional, multi-modal transit hub will connect existing Amtrak rail service 
on the Wolverine Corridor with local SMART bus services and taxi/sedan connections. 
 
This project is specifically listed in Direction2035: The Regional Transportation Plan for 
Southeast Michigan and is consistent with the region’s transit plan. Both cities have committed 
local matching funds and have broad community support for the project. 
 
This transit center will result in immediate job creation and sustained economic stimulus and 
development. It will also reduce fossil fuel emissions and total energy use while increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the transportation system through the integration of multiple 
modes of existing transportation infrastructure in the Southeast Michigan region. This project 
will also maximize regional transportation goals, including increased access and mobility for 
citizens. This is clearly a priority for the region and we therefore support the application for 
funding. 
 
Please contact me at 313-324-3314 or palombo@semcog.org if you have any questions or 
require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Carmine Palombo, P.E. 
Director 
Transportation Programs 
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